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Health & Safety Risk Assessment

This is a document designed to assess the risks involved in installing and operating the sound equipment for the following event.

Event Name:
-


Production Company:
-


Location of Event:
-


Start Date:
-


Finish Date:
-


A site visit has taken place however various changes have been made to scheduling and equipment specification and further changes are expected.  Therefore this document must be seen as a “work in progress” and should be updated if required.

Manual Work

At Risk
System Sound & Light Staff



Third Party personnel on site



Sub-contracted freelancers


Precautions
Ensure that everybody is warned of potential danger areas.



Wear hard hats if working in a hard hat area.



Wear steel toe capped boots if required.

Ensure that at all times one member of staff is in charge of an area or site.


Level of Risk
The level of risk to staff is quite high



The level of risk to others is quite low

The main risk to others is ignorance of potentially dangerous areas.

The risk to staff will be reduced if the precautions are heeded



The best precaution is Common Sense


Improvements
Arrange with the production manager to restrict site access.

Use machinery such as forklift trucks to avoid manual handling

Rigging 


At Risk
System Sound & Light Staff.



Sub-contracted freelancers.



Third party personnel on site.



Members of the Public.


Precautions
All rigging equipment to be tested and certified.

All staff to be suitably trained or if untrained to be closely supervised by trained personnel.


Level of Risk
If a failure occurs in any part of the rigging the risk of serious injury is very high.

If correct precautions are taken then the risk of such a failure is acceptably low.


The application of a poor standard of rigging creates a high risk of failure.  This can be avoided with training and supervision.


Improvements
Equipment certification procedures should be enhanced.

Continued structured staff training.

Electricity

At Risk
System Sound & Light Staff



Sub-contracted freelancers



Other staff on site



Musicians Performers


Precautions
All equipment to be regularly tested.

A PAT testing system to be implemented wherever required.

Staff to be aware of safe electrical working practices.

Correct electrical safety devices, such as RCCBs, to be made available to staff.



Use of qualified electricians wherever possible.


Level of risk
Certain failures can cause death.

The precautions in place reduce the risk to a slight one.

The use of electrical safety devices means that a failure would be much less likely to cause death.


Improvements
Where possible PAT testing should take place on a regular basis.

Environmental Risks
E.G.:
Heat Exhaustion


Sun Burn


Dehydration


Cold


At Risk
System Sound & Light Staff



Sub-contracted freelancers


Precautions
Water should always available on site.



Making staff aware of the dangers.

If necessary find out the weather forecast and prepare accordingly.


Level of Risk
Low if precautions are in place.

Noise

At Risk
System Sound & Light staff



Sub-contracted freelancers



Third parties on site



Public on site


Precautions
Ear defenders made available for use with individual discretion.  Headphones used but unplugged will suffice.

In conjunction with the production manager ensure that the public are not able to get too close to the sound source.

Locate the speakers as far from the audience as possible.


Level of Risk
Prolonged exposure to high sound pressure levels can permanently damage hearing.



Any staff that can, should wear ear protection.

As the majority of the event is speech with a small amount of music, the risk is very low.


Improvements
Training in the basics of acoustics.

Special Note regarding Noise

Exposure to loud noise can cause permanent hearing damage.

Damage can involve loss of hearing ability and people may also suffer a permanent sensation of noises or ringing in the ears, known as 'tinnitus'. Hearing loss caused by exposure to noise at work continues to be a significant occupational disease. Recent research estimates that 170,000 people in the UK suffer deafness, tinnitus or other ear conditions as a result of exposure to excessive noise at work.


The industry that we are working in can produce high levels of noise. It is in everyone’s interest that the potential to cause deafness is taken very seriously.

Fire

At Risk
System Sound & Light staff



Sub-contracted freelancers



Other departments working on-site.



Members of the Public


Precautions
Equipment to be maintained at regular intervals

Fire fighting equipment to be identified and located on site.  (This needs the co-operation of the Production Manager).


Level of Risk
If a fire did occur the risk of injury would be reasonably low if precautions were in place.


Improvements
Basic fire training for staff.

All combustible materials to be appropriately treated to resist fire.

Check that dangerous smoke can not be caused by any materials on site.

General 


Risk Categories
All


Note
All staff are responsible for they’re own safety and the safety of others.

All persons should make themselves aware of the identity of a qualified first aider.
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